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Allan Little’s Speech 

Allan spoke fondly of his school days in the 70s. He recalled some of the inspirational teachers who have had a lifelong influence on him, especially the late Bill Gill, whose teaching brought History powerfully to life. He observed that it is only too easy when we are at school to take our best teachers for granted - just as it is easy to take for granted the beauty of the Wigtownshire countryside, when we may not yet have much to compare it with.

After leaving Stranraer Academy, Allan went to Edinburgh University to study Mathematics and Physics, but changed after a single day to History and Politics. He recounted one of his less glorious moments when he stayed up all night to write an essay without having read any of the books. His tutor’s comment was, “Shows a nice turn of phrase, but has nothing much to say.” He joked that this comment might have predicted a career in journalism, but was quick to add that he did not recommend this method of essay-writing!
Allan shared some of his own memorable experiences as a BBC journalist privileged to have reported many of the moments that have shaped world history in the last 25 years. He gave a moving first-hand account of a chance meeting he had witnessed between Nelson Mandela and a disabled black South African.
In his closing remarks Allan encouraged young people never to lose their idealism, to retain a questioning mind – to be sceptical but never cynical.
