STRANRAER ACADEMY’S
REALLY USEFUL GUIDE

YOU CAN DO IT!

Name:   …………………….
The

“You Can Do It”

Really Useful Guide

To Stranraer Academy
Some of you will be looking forward with confidence to coming to Stranraer Academy while some of you will be feeling a little bit nervous about coming to “the big school”.  No matter how you are feeling, you will probably find the first few days at the Academy a little strange.  The Academy is much larger than your primary school; there are many more teachers and pupils and you, instead of being the one of the oldest pupils, will become one of the youngest.  It is, therefore, not surprising that it might take you a few days to feel comfortable in your new school.

It is hoped that the ‘Really Useful Guide’ will help you get to know the routines of the Academy, what it has to offer and what is expected of its pupils.  There are parts that you can complete now, like the Academy Wordsearch.  But there are other parts that you won’t be able to fill in until you join us in August. So keep it safe and bring it with you on Tuesday 18th August 2009.
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Who’s Who

Head Teacher






-
Mr Dawson
Depute Head Teacher





-
Mr Benson
Depute Head Teacher





-
Mrs Bradley
Depute Head Teacher





-
Mrs Bryant
Depute Head Teacher 




-
Mr Warren Depute Head Teacher





-
Mr Law
Your Name


__________________________

Class   



__________        

Pupil Support Teacher
__________________________

	Subject
	Teacher
	Room

	Art
	
	

	Drama
	
	

	English
	
	

	Home Economics
	
	

	Maths
	
	

	Modern Languages
	
	

	Music
	
	

	P.E.
	
	

	P.S.D.
	
	

	Register Teacher
	
	

	Science
	
	

	Social Subjects
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Your Timetable

	[image: image1.wmf]
	9.00-9.15
	9.15-10.10
	10.10-11.00
	Interval 11.00-11.15
	11.15-12.05
	12.05-1.00
	Lunch 1.00-1.40
	1.40-
2.30
	2.30-3.25

	Mon

	Registration
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tue

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thur

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


If you are late… you must book in at Reception in ‘B’ office where you will be given a card to hand to your class teacher.  If you have to leave the school during the day for whatever purpose (doctor/dentist/optician)… you must book out at either ‘B’ office or Reception and book in on your return.  For an appointment in town you may leave 15 minutes before the time of the appointment.

If you are absent for half a day… you must bring a note on the day of your return and hand it in to your registration teacher or hand in to reception.

Really Useful Hint:  Always be prepared – bring a pencil, pen, rubber, ruler and correct books/equipment every day.

-3-

Pupil Support

Your Pupil Support Teacher is the person in school who is there to listen to any problems you might have to help you find the answer to the problems.  The S1 Pupil Support Teachers will work very closely with all the Deputes and will keep an eye on your attendance and time-keeping.  S/he will also monitor your progress and behaviour in class.  
If you have any problems in any of these areas s/he will discuss them with you and may contact your parent or guardian to keep them informed.  In addition to having a Pupil Support Teacher, your Registration Teacher will act as a class tutor, providing you with regular contact.

Really Useful Hint: Got a problem? Don’t panic – see your Register Teacher or Pupil Support Teacher.
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How To Behave?
That’s an easy question to answer.  Follow the advice below and you’ll do okay.

1.
Arrive in time for class.

2.
Bring a pen, pencil, rubber and ruler.

3.
Participate fully in all lessons.

4.
Be considerate towards others.

5.
Display good manners e.g. ‘please’, ‘thank you’ and ‘excuse me’.

6.
Hand in homework on time.

7.
Walk calmly in and around school.

8.
Keep the school and its grounds clean and tidy.

What To Wear?
· Dark self-coloured trousers/skirt in grey or black.
· Royal blue Stranraer Academy polo shirt.
· White Stranraer Academy polo shirt.

· Plan royal blue jumper.

Really Useful Hint: Treat others as you would want to be treated.
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Where to Eat?

Since the launch of Café DG school dinners have changed for the better.  Not only have the dinners become healthier but also better value meals are in place.
The canteens accept your ‘Young Scot’ card and cash.  Food is available in C canteen at interval and lunchtime.

Will I Get Homework?

Yes is the answer.  You will be given a Homework Diary in August when you will be told how to use it properly.  You should ask your parent/guardian to check it regularly and your Registration Teacher will look at it on a weekly basis to make sure that you are using it to help you organise your work at home. 

Really Useful Hint:  Always make a note of your homework and when it’s due in your diary.
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There are four meal deals in place, ranging from a hot 2 course special at £1.60 to a cold option at £1.40; all meal deals include a bottle of water or milk.  (Items can be purchased individually.)
[image: image3.wmf]
Really Useful Hint: Do not go out of the school grounds during the day – unless you live near and plan to go home for lunch.
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Problems?

Scared of getting lost? – For your first week at the Academy your class will be given a guide who will make sure you get to the right room at the right time.  After that if you’re not sure how to get to a class then ask a teacher or older pupil – they will help you.

Feeling ill while at school? – If you feel unwell during class, tell your teacher who may send you to Reception to see the First Aider.  She will decide whether it is necessary for you to go home and will contact your parent/guardian to make arrangements for your transport home.  If you feel unwell during the interval or lunchtime, report to Reception and she will help you.  You should not leave the school without permission.

Getting hassle from another pupil? – If you feel that someone is annoying you, you must tell your Pupil Support Teacher or your Registration Teacher or indeed any teacher and s/he will look into it and give you advice and support.  If you don’t want to do this, tell your parent who can contact your Pupil Support Teacher and the problem will be looked into and solved.

[image: image4.wmf]
Remember: For every problem there is an answer.

Really Useful Hint: Keep the school tidy – put your litter in the bins provided.
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School Clubs and Activities

The school offers a wide range of after-school activities.  Look up the School Handbook to see the full range of activities on offer.  Watch out for notices in the first few weeks of term to find out what’s going down between August and December.  If in doubt check with the PE Department –they organise the extra-curricular programme for the whole school.  If you buy an extra-curricular card for approximately £2.00 in the first term that allows you to join as many clubs as you wish.

[image: image5.wmf]
It’s the taking part that counts – not winning!

Some things to look forward to…

In October all S1 pupils are given the opportunity to go for three days on a trip to Newcastle.  You stay for two nights in a Youth Hostel and the programme for the trip includes visits to – Wet ‘n’ Wild, a cinema, the science museum, Metroland, Kirkcudbright Wildlife Park and other fun activities.  The cost of the trip is approximately £120.00 and that includes transport, accommodation, meals and admission tickets to all activities.

Really Useful Hint: Join a school club – develop new skills and talents and of course, make new friends.
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SCHOOL HOLIDAY DATES
TERM ONE
Tuesday 18 August – Friday 9 October 2009

OCTOBER HOLIDAY
Monday 12 October – Friday 23 October 2009

TERM TWO
Monday 26 October – Friday 18 December 2009

INSERVICE
Tuesday 1 and Wednesday 2 December 2009

ST ANDREW’S DAY HOLIDAY
Monday 30 November 2009

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
Monday 21 December 2009 – Monday 4 January 2010

TERM THREE
Tuesday 5 January – Friday 26 March 2010

MID-TERM HOLIDAY
Monday 15 February 2010

INSERVICE
Tuesday 16 and Wednesday 17 February 2010

EASTER HOLIDAY
Monday 29 March – Friday 9 April 2010

TERM FOUR
Monday 12 April – Thursday 1 July 2010

SUMMER HOLIDAY
Friday 2 July – Tuesday 17 August 2010
