15 YEARS OF NEWCASTLE TRIPS

2007 marks the 15th year of our S1 trips to
Newcastle.

The appeal of the trips remains as strong as
ever. This year around 150 pupils and 12 staff
will take part in the four trips.

Some features of the trip have been constant
since the beginning, such as Beamish Folk Mu-
seum and Wet & Wild, while others, such as the
visit to Hartlepool's Historic Quay, have been
added more recently.

The overall aims of experiencing three days in
the Newcastle area are to help the youngsters
to widen their circle of friends and to "gel’ as a
year group, and also to provide a taste of city
life to children more used to a rural area.

Hostel warden Laurence always looks forward
to the visits from the school he describes as
Stranraer-upon-Tyne!

Pupils visiting a popular landmark, the Angel of the
North, last year.

The staff at
Newcastle’s Youth
Hostel always
provide a friendly
welcome.

Denimise the Nation!

Friday 5 October is National Jeans for
Genes day.

Jeans for Genes is an appeal by seven national

charities, including Great Ormond Street Hospital
Children® Charity, the National Deaf Children’s
Society and the Sickle Cell Society, to raise funds
for research into genetic disorders affecting chil-

dren and to provide valuable advice and support for families.

Pupils and staff are being asked to help contribute towards this year’s target of at least £3 million, by
paying £1 (pupils) or £2 (staff) to wear jeans to school on Friday 5 October. Fund-raising in the
school is being organised by the Higher/Intermediate 2 Business Management class.

New Staff
The school is pleased to welcome no fewer than fifteen new staff
this term. We have three additions to the Art Department: Mr K But-
ler, Ms L Frizzell and Miss L McCormack. Home Economics has
been joined by Ms B Adonis and Ms J Foreman. In RMPS
(Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies) we welcome Mr G Bal-
lantyne and Ms S Mark. Chemistry also has two new teachers in Mr

Ms McDowall

M Cameron and Miss S Muir, as does Biology with Ms K Davies and  jiss MmcClymont

Miss L McClymont. Yet another department with two new members is PE,
where we are joined by Miss E Dalrymple and Mr J Milne. Finally we welcome Ms M Gallagher to English and

Ms K McDowall to Maths.

Ms McDowall is not a new face as she was with us through most of last year, first as a student and later as a
supply teacher. She is also a former pupil of the Academy, as are Miss McClymont and Miss Dalrymple.

IMPORTANT—EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Please contact the school office immediately if details of your emergency contact change. The emergency contact
should be a family member or friend who can be contacted in an emergency if parents/carers cannot be contacted.
The emergency contact should be someone who is able to collect your son or daughter from school if they become

unwell.

The Shield at the top left of this page is one of the awards presented to students of the year at this year’s
Awards Ceremonies.




UCAN club

The UCAN club is a new venture at Stranraer Academy. It
meets every Monday night after school and aims to help pu-
pils master various new "assistive technologies’.

One example is “Kurtzweil”, computer software that converts
any text into digitised speech, from pupils’ own work to books
and web pages. Another digital speech program,
“Wordtalk”, will shortly have the first Scottish voices. It is | Above: Mrs Siwo and students at the UCAN
mainly used for proofreading essays and other work. Club. Below: 4th Year student Ashley Milroy
With the assistance of other software, speech can be demonstrates the use of assistive technology.
instantly converted to text. Adobe Acrobat PDF is used
to facilitate access to SQA exams and other assessments,
benefiting pupils with a range of learning difficulties and dis-
abilities.

Senior student volunteers are helping younger pupils to mas-
ter this new technology. The club was launched by Learning
Support teacher Mrs Siwo.

Stranraer Academy Leads on Digital Exams
In a pioneering SQA initiative, Stranraer Academy is helping to develop new ways of taking exams
using computer technology.

The Support for Learning Department at the Academy has just completed a 2 year pilot research pro-
ject on digital exams in conjunction with the Scottish Qualifications Authority and the CALL Centre at
Edinburgh University. The CALL Centre (Communication Aids for Language and Learning) provides
specialist expertise in technology for children who have speech, communication and/or writing diffi-
culties, in schools across Scotland.

Digital format exams can help children with a range of learning disabilities to fulfil their potential and
achieve exam success.

This year 6 students contributed to the research project, and took some or all of their exams in digital
form. They also received certificates at the school’'s Awards Ceremonies in June in recognition of
their hard work and commitment to the project.

The Academy has received commendation from the SQA and the CALL Centre as the first school in
Scotland to successfully run digital exams for two years using the school computer network. As a
result, Senior Technician Geoff Wilson has been asked to write the technical specification which will
be used to help schools throughout Scotland, when digital exams are launched nationally.

Pupils’ Writing Published
Nine Stranraer Academy pupils will this week attend the launch of a new
collection of writing including some of their own work.

“Out of My Mouth...” is due to be launched at the Wigtown Book Town
Festival on Thursday 4 October. Last year Aonghas MacNeacail, Writers
Fellow, worked alongside teaching staff for several weeks, and supported
and encouraged pupils in their creative writing. The new publication is the
result of this work in Stranraer Academy and nine other secondary

Writer Aonghas MacNeacail SChoOIS.

worked with pupils last year. ] o
The pupils whose work was chosen for publication are Deborah Clark,

James Johnson, Stuart Monteith and Kelly Trussler (all S3) and Holly
Black, Emma Kirkby, Cory Loch, Thomas McColm and Phoebe Warren (all S5).

Thanks—to all parents and carers for their help in ensuring that pupils are wearing school uniform and
bringing a school bag. There has been a noticeable improvement in schoolbags since the school publicised
the importance of bringing them.




GRADUATIONS and CONGRATULATIONS 3
Noatification has been received of the following former pupils who have recently graduated.

Edinburgh University: Elaine Dalrymple (B.Ed. Hons), Laura Graham (B.Ed. Hons)

Glasgow University: Eleanor Cooke (M.A. Hons), Caroline Craig (B.Sc. Hons), Philip Dunn (B.Sc.
Hons), Lorna Hamilton (M.B., Ch.B.), David Knox (M.Sci. Hons), Adam McCaig (LL.B. Hons), Emma
Monteith (LL.B. Hons).

NOVEL REVISION TECHNIQUE PAYS OFF
One 4th year student chose a most unusual way to help prepare
for this year’'s Standard Grade and Intermediate exams—she
covered the walls and ceiling of her bedroom with revision notes!

Explaining her technique, the student—who wishes to remain
anonymous — said, “It helped me because the notes were al-
ways where | could see them. Also | made the notes
look nice, so it was fun to do. And | got to redecorate my
room after the exams with my own choice of colours.”

Although not every parent might welcome this approach
“l could al- to revision, it certainly seemed to work—the student
ways see the achieved very good grades in her exams and is now
notes.” taking five Highers.

Christian Aid

On behalf of Christian Aid Mrs Janice Unwin recently ac-
cepted a cheque for £1443.21 raised by pupils at Stranraer
Academy who took part in the sponsored walk in May. Pic-
tured with Mrs Unwin are some of the pupils who raised the
largest individual amounts, Kirsty Dorans, Steven Patterson,
Craig Patterson and John Paterson. John, Craig, and Steven,
who all ran the 10K route, were also the first three Academy
pupils to finish. The money raised will be used to help provide
clean water for drought-affected countries in Africa.

PEOPLE

Dr Janet Brown is Chief Executive of the Scottish Qualifi-
cations Authority. Dr Brown will be visiting the Academy on
Wednesday 3 October.

Mr Colin Grant will be taking up the post of Service Direc-
tor—Schools Services in Dumfries and Galloway at the
end of October. He is currently Head Teacher of St
Columba'’s High School, Dunfremline.

Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Education re-
turn to the Academy from Tuesday 23
October to Friday 26 October. This is a
follow-up visit to assess the school’s pro-
gress in making improvements since the
inspection in 2005. During their visit, the
inspectors will be looking to talk to a group of
parents. Any parents who are interested in
being part of the group are asked to contact Mr
Dawson.

Linford Christie, the former world and Olympic athletics champion, led a training session on the
Academy running track earlier this term. As a follow-up to the very successful Street Athletics event
during the summer, Linford returned to Stranraer for a coaching session with the winning athletes,
including Academy pupils Caitlin Hughes and Chilubas Young (S1), Scott Gibson, Bronwyn Leslie
and Thomas McCreadie (S2), Matthew Doyle, Chelsea Aitken and Amy McCulloch (S3) and Andrew
Holmes (S4).

If phoning the school and it is ringing but not answered quickly, please don't hang up! There are four lines com-

ing into the school but calls can only be answered one at a time. Your call will be answered as soon as possible.




Stranraer Academy :: Dates for Your Diary

Tuesday 2 October
Wednesday 3 October

Thursday 4 October

Friday 5 October

Monday 22 October

Tuesday 23— Friday 26 October
Monday 29 October

Friday 2 November
Wednesday 7 November
Friday 9 November
Thursday 22 November

OCTOBER

S1 Information Night
Dr Janet Brown, SQA Chief Executive, visits
school.

Parent Council Meeting—please note this is a
change to the previously advertised date.

End of Term 1
Start of Term 2

HM Inspectors’ follow-up visit

S4 interim reports available and S4 Parents’ Night

NOVEMBER

S3 Interim Reports given out

S5/6 Parents’ Night

S2 Interim Reports given out

S1 interim reports available and S1 Parents’ Night

Wednesday 28—Friday 30 November Holiday

DECEMBER

S5/6 Interim Reports given out.
Start of S4 Prelims

4Friday 7 December
Mon 10 December

Stranraer Academy Newsdl etter—Published September, December, March, June
Comments and suggestions welcome—contact Mr. M.Warren (Depute Head Teacher)

End of S4 Prelims
End of Term 2
Start of Term 3

Friday 21 December
Friday 21 December
Monday 7 January 2008

PARENT COUNCIL
The new Parent Council was established before the Summer holidays. The members are Mrs Kay
Armitage (Chair), Mr Robert Downie (Vice-Chair), Mrs J Cochrane, Mr J Crawfurd, Ms C Fowles, Mrs
F McColm, Mrs L McColm, Mr J McQuistin, Mr N McQuistin, Mrs S Patterson, Mrs S Rogers, and
Mrs F Spicer.

Meetings will take place on the first Tuesday of each month, excluding holidays. Please note, how-
ever, that October’s meeting will be on Thursday 4 October.

Please note that contact details for all members of the Council are available on the school’s website.

LITTER! Parents/carers are strongly urged to support the school’s efforts to reduce problems with litter by re-
minding their children of the importance of using bins for all litter. Police have indicated that they will start to im-
pose £50 spot fines if educational approaches do not have the desired effect.

Parents and carers are asked to make sure their children have a filling break-
fast before they come to school. This is important in helping them to be
ready to learn and makes it less likely they will fill up on sweets and
other unhealthy snacks. There have been a number of pupils P‘\(\
who have fainted at school this term—when asked what they Q

had for breakfast they all said, “Nothing!” ©

Correction - The wrong name was given in the June newsletter for the girl who was 2nd in the Senior
Sports Championship. The report should have said Katherine McAndrew. Apologiesto Katherine.

Visit us on the web at www.Stranraeracademy.co.uk for latest school news.




