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Online Exams 
Stranraer Academy is a pilot school for a new initiative launched this year by the SQA.  
Students sitting Intermediate 1 Physics will be taking their multiple choice exam online. The 
SQA plans to further develop online assessment in future years, extending the number of 
exams that can be taken this way. 

 
UNDER 14s IN SCOTTISH SEMI 

 
Stranraer Academy’s Under-14 team’s remarkable season continued. In Spring sunshine on 
the last afternoon of term they beat Paisley Grammar School 3-0 to maintain their 100% 
record for the season and move into the semi-finals of the Under-14 Scottish Shield.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Against strong, physical opponents, Stranraer’s skilful use of a following wind led to a 2-0 
lead at half-time through goals by Jamie McHarrie and Robert Mackenzie. A second Jamie 
McHarrie goal early after the restart effectively killed off the visitors’ chances. Growing in-
creasingly frustrated by their inability to break down the home defence, Paisley had a player 
sent off in the later stages. 
 
Coach Billy Blair was delighted with the result. “The whole team played really well,” he said. 
“We never looked like losing a goal.” 

Study Leave 
Study Leave for 4th year pupils starts on 
Tuesday 1 May and ends on Friday 25 May. 
During this period, attendance is only re-
quired when sitting an exam. The Library 
will be available for those pupils who 
choose to study in school, rather than at 
home. The new timetable for the new S2—
S5 classes will start on Monday 28 May. 
 
For 5th and 6th years, Study Leave begins 
on Thursday 10 May and ends on Wednes-
day 30 May. New 6th years will start their 
classes on Thursday 31 May. 

Please note that all pupils are expected to wear school uniform whenever they 
are in school. This includes when sitting exams. 

The build-up to the 
decisive third goal. 
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SQA EXAMS 
This year the SQA exams start on Wednesday 2 May with Standard Grade Computing 
Studies. The last exam is Higher Sociology on Wednesday 6 June. The busiest day will be 
Friday 11 May when 295 4th, 5th and 6th year students will be sitting English exams in the 
afternoon. During the exam period a total of 142 exams have to be organised, requiring 
3887 exam papers.  
 
The person charged with overseeing this major operation is the Chief Invigilator. This year 
the SQA exams have a new Chief Invigilator, Mr Brian Rookley.  Mr Rookley is a former 
Principal Teacher of Physics, who taught at the Academy from 1967 until his retirement in 
1998. He has been an SQA invigilator since 1999. 

THE SHOWCASE 
 
The annual Showcase 
took place in front of a 
sell-out audience of 300 in 
`B’ Hall on Tuesday 27 
March.  
 
More than seventy pupils 
took part in this year’s per-
formance. More pictures 
from the Showcase on 
page 2. 



CAREERS NIGHT 
Representatives of a wide range 
of employers, colleges and uni-
versities were present at the Ca-
reers Night in the Millennium Cen-
tre on 14 March. The event was 
well attended by S2, S4 and S5 
pupils, and parents, looking for 
advice to help with subject 
choices. 

 

 

NEW 
BENCHES IN 
STREET 
Janitor Alex 
Kyle assem-
bling teak 
benches, a 
welcome new 
addition to 
the Street.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

95% of parents who completed a questionnaire at the S1, S2, S3 and S4 Parents’ Nights found the event to 
be welcoming. 

 

More than seventy pupils took part in the Showcase this year. Most of the dance rou-
tines were choreographed by the pupils themselves. Pictured above are some of the 
dance acts featuring 1st and 2nd year girls. 

Craig McClintock (S5) gave a virtuoso performance on the drums. Mr Nimmo was 
compere for the night. He is pictured (right), with his team of helpers, organising the 
raffle.  The Showcase made over £700 for PE Department funds. 

NEW PARENTS’ COUNCIL 
A group of parent volunteers has completed the task of drawing up a draft consti-
tution for the new parent body. This will be sent to all parents for approval this 
term. If the constitution is accepted the next step will be to seek members and set 
up the Council. This is the opportunity for ALL parents to have a voice in matters 
that affect their child’s education. The Parents’ Council will replace the School 
Board and will aim to build on the good work of the Board and the PTA. 



Maths Challenge Successes 
 
Excellent results were achieved by our 4th year students in the recent 
UK Intermediate Maths Challenge. Four achieved gold awards and will 
take part in the next round - 
Calum Dunn (best in school). Ross Marshall, Shaun Corbett and Cory 
Loch.  
 
Silver awards were achieved by Scott Allison, Gemma Rae, Ryan 
McCutcheon, Emma Kirkby, Emily Skimming and Robert O’Keefe. 
Bronze awards were gained by Mary-Jane Clark, Kirsty Langdon, Ian Morrison, Bryce Stevenson, 
Andrew Love and Andrew Cunningham.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Award for 25 Years’ Service 
 
Mrs Fiona Maxwell receives a certificate in recognition of 25 years’ service 
with the Council. The presentation was made by school Education Officer, Mrs 
Janet Ivison.  Mrs Maxwell has worked in the office at the Academy for 17 
years, having orginally taken up a temporary posting for just two weeks. 

99% of parents who completed a questionnaire at the S1, S2, S3 and S4 Parents’ Nights found teachers’ 
comments informative and helpful. 

Pupils to Design and Make Garden 
Pupils from the Learning Centre have been given £100 
by the PTA to help them construct a garden as an envi-
ronmental education project. A piece of land has been 
allocated and work will shortly start on the garden, where 
they will grow flowers and vegetables.  
 
The Learning Centre is an on-site provision catering for 
young people with a range of additional needs. 

FANTASTIC  SEASON FOR  
U-14 AND U-16 TEAMS 
 
Two Academy football teams have 
enjoyed exceptional seasons. 
 
The Under-14s, recently pictured in 
the Free Press, won the Dumfries and 
Galloway league with a 100% record. 
As reported on the front page of the 
Newsletter, they have also reached 
the semi-finals of the Scottish Shield, 
where they will meet either James  
Gillespie’s HS from Edinburgh or 
Buckhaven HS from Fife. 

The Under-16 team (above) also took their regional league championship, with 7 wins out of 
8, and reached the last 16 of the Scottish Shield.  They have also won the Wigtownshire 
Sports Award (Junior Team) for achievements in 2006. 

MOST  SUCCESSFUL EASTER SCHOOL EVER 
Record numbers attended this year’s Easter School from 2-5 April. Up to 150 4th-6th year stu-
dents attended each day to gain help in preparation for their SQA Exams.  More than 20 mem-
bers of staff took part, representing almost all subjects. 



APRIL  
Monday 16 April Start of Term 
Tuesday 17 April School Board Meeting 
  

MAY  
Tuesday 1 May Start of Study Leave for S4 
Wednesday 2 May SQA Exams start (S4) 
Thursday 10 May Start of Study Leave for S5 and S6 
Friday 11 May SQA Exams start (S5 and S6) 
Monday 14 May S1 Final Reports posted 
Tuesday 15 May School Board Meeting 
Friday 25 May Study Leave ends (S4) 
Monday 28 May New Timetable starts (new S2 to S5) 
Wednesday 30 May Study Leave ends (S5 and S6) 
Thursday 31 May New Timetable starts (new S6) 

Thursday 31 May Official leaving date for S4 leavers 

  

JUNE/JULY  
Friday 8 June Sports Day 
Friday 15 June S3 (old) Final Reports posted 
 Graduation Ceremony 
Tuesday 19 June School Board meeting 
Wednesday 20 June P7 Parents’  Night 
Wednesday 27 June P7 Induction Day 1 
Thursday 28 June P7 Induction Day 2 
Friday 29 June P7 Induction Day 3 (Activities Day) 
Friday 6 July End of Term 
Monday 16 July Start of Summer School week (new S1) 
  

AUGUST  

Monday 6 August SQA results available online 
Tuesday 7 August SQA Certificates arrive 
Monday 20 August Start of term (Staff) 
Tuesday 21 August Start of Term (Pupils) 

Stranraer Academy :: Dates for Your Diary 
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Parents’ Nights 
 
90% of parents who completed a questionnaire at the S1, S2, S3 and S4 Parents’ Nights 
thought the timing of their Parents’ Night was about right.  
 
79% welcomed the switch to `B’ Block from the New Building. 
 
94% found it easy to find the teachers they needed to see. 

LATECOMING 
 
Unfortunately a small number of pupils are in the habit of arriving late to school with-
out good reason. New procedures to tackle this problem will be introduced this term.  
Parents will be informed and involved at an early stage. 


