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PRESENT: -

	Parent Members:

Student Rep:
	Christine Fowles, Nicola Kane, Kay Armitage, Robert Downie, Sheena Rogers, James McQuistin, Fiona McColm, Lesley McColm, Emma Sutherland, Rod Baxter, Jo Cochrane, Neale McQuistin
Jack Croxford

	Head Teacher:
	Norman Dawson

	Teacher Rep:
	Susan Boyd, Sandra Dutton, Melanie Carins, Stuart Binnie

	Clerk:
	Lorraine Heron

	Council Member:
	Councillor Roberta Tuckfield


Attending:                   Mr Alex Haswell and Mr H Hay (D&G Council), Rev Gordon Kennedy

	1.
	WELCOME & APOLOGIES

	
	Chairman Neale McQuistin opened the meeting and extended his congratulations to Glenluce Primary School on winning the recent Inter-schools quiz.  He also thanked all those involved in organising the evening.
Apologies were put forward on behalf John Crawfurd and Helen-Marie Bradley.

	2.
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

	
	Following correspondence from Councillor Scobie, the minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th Feb were discussed with the members and an amendment was made to Item 3.  The Final sentence was removed.  With this correction the minutes were proposed as accurate by Robert Downie and seconded by James McQuistin. 

	 3.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

	
	Item 5 – Curriculum for Excellence – Mr Dawson advised that he had not yet compiled a definite list of ‘choices’ for S1 as there was no confirmation of which staff he would have next year.  He also mentioned that the Registration time would remain as it is.

Item 6 – Annual Health Check – A copy of the sample questionnaire was passed to members and everyone was happy with the content.  The sub-committee will now decide how and when to get it out to parents.
Item 12 – Playing Fields Mr Binnie informed the members that two bins were now in place.  He also advised the members that people are accessing the playing fields from McMasters Road out with School hours and one of the four portable Goal posts has been damaged.

	 4.
	STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT

	
	Re-cycling - Jack Croxford advised the members that the Student Council members were sending a letter to Amey to request a meeting with one of their representatives.  They would like to have re-cycling facilities outside the school canteen.  They will explain that Stranraer Academy already has an Eco Green Flag and would like to maintain their current re-cycling efforts with a view to possibly getting another Green Flag in December.  At the moment there is a problem regarding the emptying of existing re-cycling bins within the school and the pupil council are keen to get this resolved. Mr Lockwood is helping the Student Council with this issue and it was decided that Lorraine would write to him offering the Parent Council’s support where possible and commending the pupils for taking this action. Susan Boyd added that the re-cycling group are planning to make a mosaic with goods re-cycled within the school.                                        Action L Heron
Canteen – Jack asked if there had been significant increase in numbers when the canteen had held their ‘Great British Menu’ day.  Nicola advised that there had been an increase in uptake but perhaps Friday was not the best day to hold the theme days as the canteen was usually busier earlier in the week.  She was pleased to note that there was an increase in teachers using the canteen that day.  The next theme day will be during the last week of term where Italian or Mexican dishes will be on offer.

	 5.
	DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY FORMAL REVIEW

	
	The results of the Dumfries and Galloway Formal Review were discussed at great length.  Neale advised that the provision of a Full Size All Weather Pitch had been a recurring item for discussion since an article appeared in the local paper in November reporting on discussions regarding the provision of a Pitch at Stair Park.  Up until that point the members of the Parent Council had still been under the impression that there was still a possibility that the Pitch would be sited at the school.  It was only when Neale had a video conference with Rhona Wells he was advised that the Pitch would not be provided under PPP.  The parent council members felt that they should have been advised of this decision sooner.
Mr Haswell agreed that the school and the Parent Council should have been given more information. The review highlights that discussions regarding the Pitch did take place, but there was a lack of communication and no feedback was given.  There were also discussions taking place at Stair Park which prompted the members to ask what was happening.  He then launched an enquiry and established that there had been a total breakdown in communication.  He offered his apologies for this and assured the members that measures were now in place to ensure all relevant information gets out.  He also said that the local councillors had been as much in the dark as the PC members were and he felt it was unfair for the members to say that they did not push hard enough for the facility to be installed in the school.  He advised that Stranraer will be getting on Full Size Pitch and where it will be placed is still a matter for discussion with the final decision being made by the Resources committee.
Neale made the point that other schools within the area were allowed to change the specifications of the PPP but Stranraer Academy had been denied the same opportunity, however Mr Haswell advised that they had in fact made changes before the contracts were finalised.  He agreed that the school and PC members could have been treated better, but the end result would still have been the same. 
Jo Cochrane said that it was very unfortunate that the school had missed the opportunity to have the full size Pitch included in the PPP.  However, Mr Binnie stated that the key issue now is that there is still a possibility that Stranraer Academy will get a full size Pitch and advised that it would be used both by the school and local community should we be lucky enough to get it.
Neale concluded by saying that he hoped everyone concerned in the decisions as to where the Pitch will be sited will give Stranraer Academy their full consideration.
Mr Hay thanked the members for allowing himself and Mr Haswell to attend.

	 6.
	HEAD TEACHERS REPORT

	
	Mr Dawson reported on the following:
· Staffing – Sandra Dutton has started her phased return to work.  Neil Hyslop will remain with us after Easter as Lindsay Gibb will be going on maternity leave. It is hoped Callum Scott (Biology) will return next week.  Bernice Bryant will be retiring at the summer.  Jason Kaine is leaving after the summer term to take a position in Edinburgh.  As we will then be a CDT teacher short, the S1/2 curriculum may have to be rearranged.
· Exclusions - 8 exclusions this month: 5 for verbal abuse of staff, 1 for insolent or offensive behaviour, 1 for persistent disobedience and 1 for assault on another pupil.
· PPP – There are still a number of issues to be resolved; kitchen in Conference room. Pin boards, display cabinets. It is hoped that the original Dux board will be repaired before placing in the new building as it is showing signs of damp. The official opening will be on Wed 24th March and is being organised by Ivor Hyslop.
· Rhins Education Trust – A further meeting has taken place.  Rosemary Mann is collating information and hopefully everything will be finalised and the accounts presented before 6th April.  The next meeting will be on Mon 22nd March. 

· Showcase – This will be on 23rd March.  Tickets will be available from Tues.
· S5/6 Reports – These will be issued by Friday 26th March.
· S1 Class Allocation – Mary Thomson and Ann Appleford spent a morning in school observing S1 classes.  They will feedback on Monday 22nd March to SMT.  Thereafter decisions will be taken about class allocation for next session.
· Curriculum For Excellence – There may have to be a re-think regarding the activities being offered to S1.   Decisions have to be made as to what is better for the pupils rather than what teachers are available.  If the introduction of Activities goes ahead, they have to be sustainable.  We don’t want to have anything that may be specific to an individual Teacher.  The different departments in the school are working on their course work for next year and are looking at Curriculum for Excellence.  
· Careers Evening – Thanks to Mr Flower for organising a very successful event last week.
· Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme – Presentations were made last week to 5 pupils completing Silver Awards and around a dozen completing Bronze Awards.  Thanks to Mike Lane and Mel Cairns for their hard work.  We now have 15 pupils starting Bronze, 25 starting silver and 4 beginning Gold Awards.
· Easter Study – This will run for the first 4 days over the Easter Holidays.  
· Easter Services – These will take place on Thursday 25th.
· Do The Right Thing – This very successful multi-agency conference took place last week.  There was great feedback from this event which involved input from agencies such as the NHS, Police and the Procurator Fiscal. 
· Canteen – 6 of the external benches have now been moved to the area beside the canteen and are available to pupils at breaks.  This provides additional space for pupils if the weather is good.
· HMIe – Child Protection Inspection (D&G) – Various staff, pupils and parents were involved this week in talking with HMIe about child protection.

	 7.
	TEACHERS REPORT

	
	· Classes for extra study are now taking place after school Monday to Thursday and at lunchtimes. 
· A new walk in Greenhouse, vegetable seeds and sunflower seeds have now been delivered.  These items were purchased with the Morrison’s Eco schools vouchers collected in School.

· A trip has been arranged for the Modern Studies students to attend the Scottish Parliament.


	 8.  
	TREASURES REPORT

	
	The balance of the Treasurers account is £621.78 and the Fundraising account balance is £2250.91.  The B Block farewell party raised a profit of £427 so far with some monies possibly still to come in.

	 9.
	CORRESPONDENCE

	
	There had been a request from a parent asking if she could have a copy of the minutes from our meetings sent to her.  This was discussed by the members and it was decided she should be advised that the minutes will be available on the School Website as soon as they are approved by the members.  However, as this is done at the beginning of each meeting, the minutes could be 4 or 5 weeks old by the time she would get to see them.  Lorraine to email her explaining this and also advising her that, as a parent, she would be welcome at any of the meetings                                                                                           Action L Heron
A response had been received from Janie Riddet thanking the members for their feedback regarding the Area Forum Meeting in January.

An email had been received on behalf of ISS(Integrated Substance Service – Children & Young People) sending the Parent Council their best wishes for the new build and wishing everyone well for the farewell to B Block Party.

	10.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	
	Chaplaincy Team - Rev Gordon Kennedy advised the members that the Chaplaincy Team has been involved with the school now for 18 months.  The religious element has been delivered in assemblies during January and February of this year and the Easter services will be taking place on 25th March.  However, Mr Kennedy had been in meetings with Helen-Marie Bradley to try and see how the Chaplaincy Team could evolve.  As the assembly time was tight, the Assembly delivered was maybe more of a ‘thought for the day’ and some suggestions had been possibly having a member of the Chaplaincy team available at lunchtimes or after school. He asked if the members would give this some thought and would welcome any feedback.  Mrs Dutton added that there are also other Assemblies taking place in the school with a programme each week for different topics covered.
Canteen – Sheena Rogers asked if there were Vegetarian options available in the canteen and if they were labelled as such.  Nicola advised that there was at least one option every day, but it was not always practical to label everything as not all the food was wrapped.
S2 Parents Night – At the recent S2 Parents Evening some teachers had met parents in their classrooms to allow them to see part of the new building and some had met in the new assembly hall.  Some of the members felt that while it was nice to see the new classrooms, they preferred being in the hall.  They felt that the Hall provided more confidentiality as the background noise prevented conversations being overheard although the hall itself wasn’t very warm.

New Building Open Day – Robert Downie asked if there was going to be an open day to let parents and members of the local community visit the new school.  Mr Dawson advised that the official opening day was being organised centrally by Dumfries and Galloway Council, but once this had taken place he and Neale would try to arrange something.  It was thought that this would perhaps be an opportunity to get the parents to complete the Annual Health Check Questionnaire.                                      Action N McQuistin/N Dawson
Re-cycling – Roberta Tuckfield suggested that as there was an interest in re-cycling, a trip to Dumfries and Galloway Councils Ecodeco plant near Dumfries might be a good idea.  It would allow students the opportunity to see what is recovered and how it is treated.
Duke of Edinburgh Awards – Nicola asked if there was any way the Parent Council could help with funding for the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards.  Rod Baxter suggested that some money could be made available from the fund raising account.  It was decided that should the pupils request assistance the members would be happy for the Parent Council to make a contribution.
B Block Farewell Party – Neale thanked everyone who helped make the farewell party a success.  He extended a special thanks to Grahame Cline for his help.  Emma Sutherland added that it was nice to see a number of Teachers had made the effort to attend.

	11. 
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	
	The next meeting will take place on Thursday 15th April.
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