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Some of the stars of  
 
Bryony Hawkins as Corny Collins, Gordon Houston as 
Edna Turnblad, Kyle Rickard as Seaweed J Stubbs and 
Abbie McCulloch as Tracy Turnblad. More on page 2. 

Read how two sixth year students took a message of courage 
and hope to first year and primary pupils—page 5. 
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Clare Riley as Amber  

Edna and Wilbur Turnblad, played by Gordon 
Houston and  Matthew Love. 

Barbara Dickson 
as  

Motormouth  
Maybelle 

Michael McClorey as 
Link Larkin 

  

Hairspray— A Great Team Effort!  
 
Months of hard work and meticulous prepara-
tion finally paid off with three nights of excep-
tional performances in front of sell-out audi-
ences in the Academy’s new hall. 
 
More than 80 staff and pupils worked together 
to stage the Academy’s version of `Hairspray—
the Musical’. The polished performances were a 
tribute to all those who had worked tirelessly, 
both on stage and behind the scenes—making 
the many evening and weekend rehearsals 
worthwhile. 
 
Drama Teacher Vicky Moore, co-director of the 
show, spoke movingly at the end of the final 
night of the huge well of talented young people 
in the Stranraer Area. Notable amongst these 
were the actors. Gordon Houston’s comic tim-
ing as Edna Turnblad was superb, artfully in-
jecting more than a touch of the `pantomime 
dame’, while Matthew Love as her husband 

Setting the Standard 

True Anderson as 
Velma Von Tussle 
and Calvin Ferries as 
the Male Authority 
Figure. 

was the ideal foil. Abbie McCulloch made the 
part of Tracy Turnblad very much her own with a 
superbly animated performance. Michael 
McClorey was completely convincing as the 
heartthrob Link Larkin. And Kyle Rickard per-
fected the southern drawl as the cocky Seaweed 
J Stubbs. Indeed all the main actors made 5-star 
contributions and it bodes well for any future pro-
ductions that many of them are still just in 3rd or 
4th year. 
 
Of course none of this would have been possible 
without the dedication of the many behind-the-
scenes contributors. The outstanding choreogra-
phy, superb musical accompaniment, slick scene 
changes and spectacular costumes were all 
highlights in their own right. But most importantly 
all gelled on the night to create a most satisfying 
and accomplished performance. 
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XIX XIX 

The 19th annual S1 Newcastle Trips 
took place earlier this term. Including 
regular favourites such as the Kirkcud-
bright Wildlife Park, Beamish, the fighting 
ship at Hartlepool and St.James’s Park, 
all four of our groups from `Stranraer 
Upon Tyne’ enjoyed an active, exciting 
and informative three days. 

Extended version of this newsletter with more photo s and in-depth reports at: 

www.stranraeracademy.co.uk 
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Outstanding Performance by Academy Swimmers 
 
 
Stranraer Academy will have four swimmers 
in the Scottish Schools Finals in Glasgow in 
January – the largest number of finalists in 
recent times. 
 
Lois Mawson (S3), Kieran Lawson (S4), 
Seona Corbett (S5) and Rachael Laburn 
(S6) all achieved qualifying times at the re-
cent regional qualifying event in Dumfries. 
 
The Dumfries event was a spectacular suc-
cess for the Academy’s swimmers, who 
won a record 37 regional medals for individ-
ual events.  Medal winners were Seona 
Corbett (1 Gold, 3 Silver, 1 Bronze), Declan 
Grier (1 Silver), Carrick Laburn (2 Gold, 2 
Silver, 2 Bronze), Rachael Laburn (4 Gold, 
2 Silver), Kieran Lawson (2 Gold, 3 Silver, 1 Bronze), Lois Mawson (3 Silver, 1 Bronze), Michael 
McCrorie (1 Silver), Kirsty McColm (3 Silver, 1 Bronze) and Campbell Wallace (2 Gold, 2 Bronze). 
There was also a Bronze for the girls’ 13-14 relay team, and a  staggering total of 30 personal best 
times. 
 
More details can be found in the News section of the school website. 
 
Thanks go to Stranraer Stingrays, in particular Linda Duffy and Val Laburn of the Ryan Centre for 
attending the event with the pupils and for their tireless work in helping them achieve such fantastic 
results. 
 
Finally, congratulations to all swimmers involved for their excellent achievements and especially to 
those who qualified for the National Finals! 
 

Extended version of this newsletter with more photo s and in-depth reports at: 

www.stranraeracademy.co.uk 

ACADEMY STUDENTS PRAISED AS LOCAL HERO COMES HOME 

 
The Royal Society of Edinburgh teamed up earlier this month with BBC Scot-
land to webcast its prestigious Annual Christmas Lecture live across the 
UK from Stranraer Academy. This groundbreaking initiative allowed an esti-
mated audience of around 100,000 to both see and hear the lecture live from 
Stranraer Academy. The speaker was the BBC’s Allan Little, a former pupil of 
Stranraer Academy and his audience in the school was our 200 5th and 6th 
year students. 
 

Based on his wide experience of reporting major world events 
from Eastern Europe, South Africa, Iraq, Afghanistan and other 
political hot-spots, Allan’s talk addressed  far-reaching issues. 
How is power distributed in our world today? What are the princi-
pal challenges to the liberal democratic, market economy models 
that have shaped our own societies, in the modern era? How has 
the rise of anti-western sentiment in volatile parts of the world 
compromised our ability to report that world? 
 
Following his talk Allan answered searching questions from the 
floor. Afterwards the organisers praised the Academy students 
both for their exemplary conduct and the intelligence of their 
questioning. 
 
The talk was repeated in the evening for a public audience. 

Allan Little’s Christmas Lecture can be 
heard online at the RSE website: 
www.royalsoced.org.uk 
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Young Enterprise Scotland  
 
This year, pupils from S5 and S6 have set up 
their own company called Dynamics and decided 
to manufacture and sell their own scented can-
dles under the brand "Essential Scents".   
 
The pupils have travelled as far as Dumfries to 
the Christmas Market as well as selling at the 
Pantomime at the Ryan Centre, at the Hairspray 
Musical, and the Millennium Centre.   
 
The members of the team who have been work-
ing tirelessly are: Daniel Makinson, Alison Cunningham, Poppy Arkless, David Henderson, James 
Hendrie, Bethany Shelley, Joseph Penikis, Owen Hastings, Callum Hancock and Dylan Griffiths.  The 
team have made an impressive start to their enterprise venture which is recognised and awarded across 
the UK.  Dynamics aim to give any profits to charity. (From Mr Tait) 
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6th Year students Marrissa McNicoll and Lewis Wilson wrote these words after returning from a visit to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp earlier this term. As the school’s student ambassadors for the 
Government-funded Holocaust Education Trust, they had - before their trip - attended a moving talk in 
Glasgow given by Holocaust survivor Zigi Shipper. They had undertaken  to explore the universal lessons 
of the Holocaust and its relevance today and to pass on the lessons within the community. 

Deeply affected by what they had seen in the concentration 
camps, Marrissa and Lewis chose `Hope’ and `Courage’ as 
their two key themes. They identified the persecution of the 
Jews as an extreme form of bullying. Based on their in-
sights they developed practical advice on dealing with bully-
ing. They have since worked with S1 and P7 pupils to pass 
on their message. As a follow-up to this work, two S1 pu-
pils—Megan Arthurs and Danielle Gover—recently worked 
with a P7 class at Park Primary to produce a mural on 
Courage and Hope which is on display in the town library. 

Marrissa and Lewis feel honoured to have had the 
chance to pass on what they have learned to others, and 
see this as a continuing responsibility. In their own 
words, “"���������
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You can read more about Marrissa and Lewis’s experiences in the 
extended online version of this newsletter at 
www.stranraeracademy.co.uk  

Extended version of this newsletter with more photo s and in-depth reports at: 

www.stranraeracademy.co.uk 
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Farewell to Carolyn Taylor  
 
Most of you may not be aware that Carolyn Taylor will be leaving the P.E. depart-
ment  at the end of this term to take up a Primary P.E. specialist post within the 
Wigtownshire area. 
 
She has told me that she is going into the primary sector as "she will have more 
pupils to look up to her", even at 5ft.2 inches !! 
 
She has been at Stranraer Academy for 10 years and in this time has made a mas-
sive contribution to the P.E. department as well as  to the whole school. Best 
wishes go to her from all members of the P.E. department and the school. 
 
(from Stuart Binnie) 
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The Nuffield Bursary Scheme is aimed at post-16 school or college students after they have sat their 
Highers (or equivalent) and before they return for a 6th year or apply to further education/workplace: 
 
· The scheme gives the students an opportunity to carry out research or development projects in 
any of the Science, Technology, Engineering and/or Maths disciplines – the projects need not be lab-
based 
· Projects last 4-6 weeks during the summer vacation and the students receive a bursary of £80 
per week 
· It offers them, at a crucial stage in their careers, an opportunity to work within an organisation 
and meet with scientists/engineers/technologists who they can discuss career opportunities with 
· It helps improve key skills such as communication, report-writing, presentation 
It allows them to include their experience & skills on CV’s BEFORE applying to Work/Universities/
Colleges etc 
 
Students are required to submit a report at the end of their placement.  A celebration event is held 
early September, where all the students throughout Scotland are invited to display their work in 
poster form.  This is an informal day and is an opportunity for the students to show off their work to 
teachers, supervisors and invited guests.  Photographs and a copy of the event programme which 
gives a summary of all the projects, can be found on the Techfest-SetPoint website  
www.techfestsetpoint.org.uk/activites/nuffield. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  MR BENSON 

WOSSTA 
(West of Scotland Seafish Training Association) 
 
Fifteen S3 and S4 pupils have been taking 
part in vocational courses run by WOSSTA 
gaining certificates in the following areas, 
Health and Safety at Sea, Fish Filleting, First 
Aid, Fire Fighting and Sea Survival. These 
courses have been running very successfully 
at the Academy for a number of years and 
former pupils are currently employed at sea 
having gained these qualifications. 
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REPORTING—WHAT’S NEW? 
 
Parents and carers will have noticed that we are now 
sending home summary reports approximately every two 
months. 
 
The recent S4 summary reports were accompanied by an 
information leaflet in an attempt to explain the different 
grading systems for Standard Grade and Intermediate 
courses—which can sometimes seem confusing. Fortu-
nately these will be replaced by a single qualification sys-
tem as part of the new Curriculum for Excellence—this will 
first take effect when the present S1 move into S3.  
 
All teachers are now updating progress reports every 
month for all year groups. This provides information for 
Principal Teachers and Senior Managers, allowing them to 
be more responsive in providing support to youngsters 
who may be struggling in one or more of their subjects. 
 
By setting targets and regularly reviewing them, and by 
addressing problems at an early stage, we aim to ensure 
that every child has the best chance of fulfilling their poten-
tial.  
 
As well as keeping parents informed by sending home 
summary reports regularly, where concerns arise we will 
contact parents to discuss how school and home can work 
together to provide the necessary support and encourage-
ment. 

Award for Region’s Top Young Citizens 
First year pupils Nastasha Downie and Bronwyn Brown have 
won a prestigious citizenship award against stiff opposition 
from across the Region. 
 
At a recent award ceremony in Dumfries the two girls were 
presented with the Silver Thistle Award, presented by Dum-
fries and Galloway police. The award is given `in recognition 
of your consistent commitment to the highest standards of 
citizenship, through your hard working, respectful and consid-
erate approach and by always giving of your best, which 
served as an exemplary role model for other primary school 
pupils.’ 
 
Nastasha, formerly of Drochduil Primary, and Bronwyn, who 
attended Sheuchan Primary, were nominated for the award 
by their primary schools when they were in P7. 
 
Congratulations to both on their great achievement! 

The reporting dates for the year were included in the October newsletter. If you no longer have 
your copy you can find it on the school website at www.stranraeracademy.co.uk 

Stranraer Academy Parent Council meets at 7:00 pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month in the school li-
brary. All parents and carers of Stranraer Academy pupils are welcome to attend. 
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JANUARY  

Wednesday  5 January Start of Term 
Thursday 13 January Parent Council Meeting 
Tuesday 18 January S3 Parents’ Night 
Tuesday 18  January S4 Reports 
Thursday 27 January S4 Parents’ Nights 
Monday 31 January S5/6 Prelim Exams start 
  

FEBRUARY  
Thursday 10 February Parent Council Meeting 
Tuesday 15  February S2 Reports 
Mon 21—Wed 23 February Pupil Holiday 
  

MARCH  
Monday 7 March S2 Parents’ Night 
Thursday 10 March Parent Council Meeting 
Tuesday 15 March S5/6 Reports  
14, 16, 17,18, 21 March Science and Engineering Week 
  

Stranraer Academy :: Dates for Your Diary 

 Full Report Parents’ Night 

S1 Tuesday 17 May Took place in October 

S2 Tuesday 15 February Monday 7 March 

S3 Tuesday 14 June Tuesday 18 January 

S4 Tuesday 18 January  Thursday 27 January 

S5/6 Tuesday 15 March Took place in December 

Reports and Parents’ Nights 2010-2011 
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It’s Stranraer, Jim, but not as we know it! 
Photo editing by Jordan Smith and Callum McIlwraith (both S4). 

By Dayna Findleton (S1) 

End of Term: Year group Christmas assemblies, conducted by the Chaplaincy Team, took place on Friday 
17 December. The end of term on Wednesday 22 December will be celebrated with a series of carol concerts. 
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Scottish Schools Regional Swimming Championships 
 

Swimmers from Stranraer Academy travelled to DG One Leisure Complex in 
Dumfries in October to take part in the Regional Qualifying event for the Scottish 

Schools Swimming Championships. The regional event allows swimmers to compete 
and gain qualifying times for the Finals due to be held on 29th January at Tollcross Leisure 
Centre in Glasgow. 
A total of 4 swimmers qualified for the Finals and have entries submitted for the event which 
is a great achievement. They are: 
Lois Mawson (S3) 
Kieran Lawson (S4) 
Seona Corbett (S5) 
Rachael Laburn (S6) 
 
To add to this impressive achievement, the swimmers had a very successful day where a total of 37 medals 
were won for individual events – an improvement on 2009 when “only 30” were won. The girls 13-14 Relay 
team also added another award to the extraordinary medal haul by picking up a Bronze medal each for their 
efforts in the 200m Frontcrawl Relay Team event. In addition to the vast array of medals, the swimmers also 
recorded 30+ new personal best times which is a truly staggering figure. 
 
It is also worthy of mentioning the younger swimmers from Stranraer Academys feeder Primaries who gained 7 
gold, 2 silver and 3 bronze medals for individual events and also a Relay Team Gold. 
 
Medals went to the following swimmers from Stranraer Academy: 
 
Seona Corbett  Bronze  50m Frontcrawl 
    Silver   50m Backcrawl  
    Silver   50m Butterfly  
    Silver   200m Individual Medley  
    Gold   100m Frontcrawl  
 
Declan Grier   Silver   50m Butterfly   
 
Carrick Laburn  Bronze  200m Individual Medley  
    Bronze  100m Butterfly  
    Silver   50m Frontcrawl   
    Silver   200m Frontcrawl  
    Gold   200m Breaststroke  
    Gold   50m Breaststroke  
 
Rachael Laburn  Silver   100m Backcrawl  
    Silver   50m Backcrawl  
    Gold   50m Frontcrawl   
    Gold   50m Butterfly   
    Gold   200m Individual Medley  
    Gold   200m Frontcrawl  
 
Kieran Lawson  Bronze  100m Backcrawl  
    Silver   200m Individual Medley  
    Silver   100m Frontcrawl  
    Silver   100m Butterfly  
    Gold   50m Frontcrawl   
    Gold   100m Breaststroke  
 
Lois Mawson   Bronze  200m Butterfly  
    Silver   200m Individual Medley  
    Silver   100m Butterfly  
    Silver   100m Backcrawl  
 
 

�� ���
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Michael McCrorie  Silver   50m Backcrawl 
 
Kirsty McColm  Bronze  100m Backcrawl  

Silver   50m Butterfly   
Silver   50m Frontcrawl   
Silver   50m Breaststroke  

 
  
Campbell Wallace  Bronze  200m Individual Medley  
   Bronze  100m Breaststroke 
   Gold   50m Frontcrawl   
   Gold   50m Backcrawl  
 
Girls 13-14 Relay Team  Bronze  200m Frontcrawl   
Chelsea Lees 
Rebecka McDowell 
Kirsty McColm 
Laura Robertson 
 
 
Thanks go to Stranraer Stingrays, in particular Linda Duffy and Val Laburn of the Ryan Cen-
tre for attending the event with the pupils and for their tireless work in helping them achieve 
such fantastic results. 


