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Date:
5 December 2008
Ref: 
HMB/jw
Dear Parent / Carer

We were inspected by HMIe in 2005 and one of the aspects highlighted for improvement was Religious Observance.  We are trying to improve our provision in this area for the young people in the school.  

To this end we have formed a Chaplaincy Team for the school.  The Team is multi-denominational and will assist us in the celebrations of our shared values as a community. It is our view that each individual within our school community should be enabled to develop as a successful learner, confident individual, responsible citizen and effective contributor.  Our programme of religious observance will have an important part to play in this development. It will also provide opportunities for the school community of Stranraer Academy to reflect on and develop a deeper understanding of the dignity and worth of each individual and their contribution to the school and our wider communities.

The Chaplaincy Team will adopt a ‘rolling chaplain’ approach to their work, i.e. each Chaplain will have responsibility for a year group and roll through with them.  The Chaplains are:

S1
Fr Mark Kelly  




S2
Pastor Paul Coventry  



S3
Rev Tom McWhirter 



S4
Dr Athena Carnaghan


S5
Rev Gordon Kennedy



S6
Rev Gordon Kennedy

The Chaplaincy Team are planning to celebrate Christmas within the school by holding five year group assemblies.  At these assemblies they will each introduce themselves to the year group and then help our young people reflect on the meaning of Christmas, there will also be some music.

There is a statutory provision for parents to withdraw children and young people from participation in religious observance.  If you do not wish your son or daughter to attend the religious observance assemblies please inform the school in writing and we shall make alternative arrangements for your daughter / son.  

Please be assured that the Chaplaincy Team will not be forcing their views on anyone within the school community.  They are very aware that we are part of a school community where individuals may belong to a different faith tradition or have no religious faith. All people will be treated with integrity and respect.

If anyone would like to discuss this with me then I can be contacted at the school.  I hope that this venture will continue to enhance the provision which we make in Stranraer Academy in educating the whole child.

Yours sincerely

Mrs HM Bradley

Depute Head Teacher









Head Teacher: Mr N Dawson





Stranraer Academy


McMasters Road


STRANRAER


Wigtownshire


DG9 8BY








Any enquiries please contact


Mrs Bradley








Telephone: 	01776 706484


Fax: 		01776 704748





e-mail:	secretary@alt.dumgal.org.uk
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